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Council  Offices, 

Cleator, 

June  6th,  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ennerdale  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen: 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1938. 

A large  amount  of  time  has  had  to  be  given  to  work  in 
connection  with  the  organisation  of  medical  services  in  con- 
nection with  Air  Raid  Precautions  and  in  consequence  it  has 
been  impossible  to  give  the  same  attention  to  ordinary  health 
work  during  the  year. 

There  is  unfortunately  no  improvement  to  record  in  con- 
nection with  industrial  conditions,  the  hgure  for  unemploy- 
ment standing  at  a higher  level  at  the  close  of  the  year  than 
at  the  beginning  and  representing  some  42%  of  the  insured 
population. 

In  spite  of  this  circumstance,  statistics  generally  showed 
some  improvement  on  the  rates  for  the  previous  year.  The 
Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  1.8  per  thousand  lower,  but  still 
exceeds  the  rates  both  for  the  County  and  for  the  Country  as 
a whole. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  showed  a big  improvement 
being  25  lower  as  compared  with  1937,  and  was  within  one  of 
the  rate  for  the  County. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  showed  some  improve- 
ment but  is  still  practically  double  the  rate  for  the  Country  as 
a whole. 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  which  showed  such  an  alarming 
increase  in  1937,  were  nineteen  less,  and  the  Death  Rate  from 
this  disease  approximated  nearly  to  the  rate  for  the  Country  as 
a whole. 

The  Birth  Rate  again  fell  and  is  now  little  higher  than  the 
rate  for  the  Country. 

Apart  from  a number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  the  District 
was  remarkably  free  from  epidemic  disease  and  a gratifying 
feature  is  the  continued  freedom  from  Diphtheria  which  was 
such  a scourge  in  some  parts  of  the  district.  This  happy 
position  is,  I have  no  doubt,  due  to  the  campaign  for 
immunisation  which  has  been  carried  on. 
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The  year  saw  a commencement  at  long  last  of  the  building 
of  houses  to  replace  unht  property.  There  is  much  leeway  to 
make  up  in  this  direction,  and,  unfortunately,  the  delay  has 
meant  less  favourable  terms  of  subsidy  and  consequently 
higher  rents,  which,  I am  afraid,  will  prove  a source  of  hard- 
ship to  a considerable  number  of  tenants. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  regard  to  water  and  sewerage 
schemes,  but  further  action  in  the  way  of  co-ordination  and 
improvements  is  still  urgently  required,  since  several  of  these 
services  had  been  allowed  to  get  into  a bad  condition  in  the 
past. 

More  detailed  information  and  the  various  statistics 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  be  found  in  the  report, 
but,  as  I have  already  indicated,  pressure  of  work  in  connec- 
tion with  Air  Raid  Precautions  arrangements  has  greatly 
handicapped  both  the  carrying  out  of  ordinary  work  and  the 
preparation  of  this  report. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Brown  and  the  members  of  the 
staff  for  their  lo3^al  support  and  assistance,  to  the  other  officials 
for  their  co-operation  and  help  in  every  wa^q  and  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee  and 
of  the  Hospital  Sub-Committee  for  their  continued  support  and 
sympathetic  consideration. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  INNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ENNERDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


A.  I. — GeneRx\l  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ennerdale  in  acres  88,730 

Population  (estimated  mid-year,  1938)  ...  ...  26,370 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938  according 

to  Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,983 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £94,010 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £327 

II. — Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  industrial  situation 
in  the  area  has  been  in  a very  bad  state  for  a number  of  years. 

The  chief  industry  is  Iron  Ore  mining,  but  most  of  the 
mines  have  been  at  a complete  standstill  for  years  with  the 
result  that  unemployment  is  general  throughout  the  district, 
especially  in  the  Erizington  and  Cleator  Moor  districts. 

The  Cleator  Moor  Labour  Exchange  covers  the  major 
portion  of  the  district  with  the  exception  of  Lowca,  Distington, 
Moresby,  Parton,  and  St.  Bees,  and  I am  indebted  to  the 
Manager  of  that  Exchange  for  the  following  information : — 

The  insured  population  is  approximately  5,000. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  persons 
registered  as  unemployed  was  2,018.  Towards  the  end  of 
March  this  number  dropped  to  1,821.  The  tendency  to 
decrease  continued  to  the  end  of  June  when  the  total  stood  at 
1,691.  This  decrease  was  due  in  a large  measure  to  the 
incidence  of  seasonal  employment  and  also  to  the  introduction 
locally  of  road  improvement  schemes,  cable  laying  contracts, 
the  Cleator  Mill  reconditioning  scheme,  and  sewage  disposal 
schemes.  At  September  the  number  had  increased  to  1,912, 
and  continued  to  rise  to  2,109  in  December. 

Voluntary  physical  training  classes  organised  by  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  on  behalf  of  the  Commissioner  for  Special 
Areas  continued  throughout  the  year  both  at  Cleator  Moor  and 
Egremont  with  a total  average  attendance  of  eighty. 

The  classes  are  in  charge  of  a qualified  instructor  and 
facilities  are  provided  for  football,  cricket,  baseball,  swimming 
and  ground  exercises. 
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During  the  year  the  renovated  Cleator  Mill  was  occupied 
by  two  firms  who  provided  new  industries  employing  mainly 
female  operatives. 


III. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Births. 

Male.  . 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

H 

CO 

215 

401 

Illegitimate 

5 

7 

12 

Total 

H 

H 

222 

413 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  population. 

I5-7- 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

8 

II 

19 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

II 

19 

Rate  per  i,ooo  total  Births,  43.9. 

Deaths. 

Total  Deaths  (all  causes)  ...  192  173  365 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population,  13.8 
Adjusted  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  14.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths.  [Live  and  Still)  Births. 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...  nil  nil 

,,  From  Other  Causes  i 2.31 

Total  I 2.31 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  61 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  57 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  167 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  40 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  6 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  nil 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  2 
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Population. 

The  Registrar  Generahs  estimate  of  resident  population 
in  the  District  at  the  middle  of  1938  was  26,370,  a reduction 
of  340  compared  with  the  estimate  for  the  middle  of  1937* 

As  the  natural  increase,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  48,  this  means  that  it  has  been  estimated  that  388 
people  must  have  left  the  district  during  the  year,  due  chiefly 
to  lack  of  employment.  Since  the  district  was  constituted  in 
1934,  the  population,  according  to  the  Registrar  GeneraPs 
estimate,  has  dropped  by  1,895. 


Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  

,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  15. i 

,,  ,,  Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  15.2 

,,  ,,  Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  16.8 

,,  ,,  County  of  Cumberland  ...  15.9 
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The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  413 — 
191  males  and  222  females — of  whom  12 — 5 males  and  7 
females — were  illegitimate.  The  Birth  Rate  was  15 -7 

1,000  of  population,  a figure  which  is  0.9  lower  than  last  year 
but  0.6  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths. 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  13.8 

Adjusted  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  14.5 

Crude  Adjusted 


Death  rate — England  and  Wales  ... 

II. 6 

— 

,,  ,,  Rural  Districts  of  Cum- 

berland 

13.6 

12.4 

,,  ,,  Urban  Districts  of  Cum- 

berland 

13-5 

13-9 

,,  ,,  County  of  Cumberland 

13-5 

13.8 

The  nett  deaths  for  the  District  after  making  adjustments 
for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  i.e.,  after  adding  the  number 
of  residents  who  died  outside  the  District  but  were  normally 
resident  in  the  District,  and  deducting  those  who  died  in  the 
District  but  were  normally  resident  outside,  numbered  365 — 
192  male  and  173  female — a decrease  of  53  compared  with  the 
number  for  the  previous  year,  the  decrease  being  mainly  in 
the  male  group,  the  number  of  males  who  died  being  47  less — 
of  females  6 less. 
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This  gives  a crude  Death  Rate  of  13.8  as  compared  with 
15.6  for  the  previous  year. 

It  has  been  explained  in  a previous  report  how  the 
adjusted  Death  Rate  is  arrived  at,  by  employing  an  adjusting 
factor  which  is  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General.  Briefly, 
the  factor  adjusts,  for  comparison,  the  rates  of  different  dis- 
tricts some  of  which  might  show  rates  too  favourable,  e.g.,  a 
district  with  a high  proportion  of  3mung  adults  would  show  a 
low  death  rate  when  compared  to  a district  with  a high  pro- 
portion of  old  people. 

In  the  case  of  the  Ennerdale  Rural  District,  the  adjusting 
factor  is  1.05,  which  gives  an  adjusted  Death  Rate  of  14.5,  a 
figure  which  is  lower  than  last  year’s  figure  by  1.9.  This  rate 
is  1.5  higher  than  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  County  of 
Cumberland,  and  2.2  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  but  as  has  already  been  shown,  close  on  400  people 
must  have  left  the  district  within  the  year.  The  comparability 
factor  should,  therefore,  be  modified  accordingly,  since  it  may 
be  presumed  that  the  majority  of  those  leaving  will  be  younger 
people  in  search  of  employment,  which  will  be  reflected 
adversely  in  the  Death  Rate. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System  114,  Cancer  40,  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis, 
etc.,  33,  and  Tuberculosis  32. 


9 

The  following  two  Tables  show  the  age  at  death  of  all  cases 
and  the  causes  of  death. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Causes  of  Dealii. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  causes  

192 

173 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

— 

2 

Measles  

4 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

1 

2 

Diphtheria 

— 

Influenza  

4 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

17 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  

2 

6 

Svphilis  

— 

1 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 

Tabes  Dorsalis  

— 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

17 

23 

3 

Diabetes  

3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c 

10 

16 

Heart  Disease  

38 

31 

Aneurysm  

— 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

7 

12 

9 

Bronchitis  

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

3 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  

4 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

2 

— 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

7 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

-t- 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  

— 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

8 

Birth,  Alalformations,  &c. 

4 

Senility  

8 

1 1 

Suicide  

1 ^ 

— 

Other  Violence  

17 

4 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

22 

10 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

7 

II 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  i,ooo 
live  births : — 


Legitimate,  57.  Illegitimate,  167. 

England  and  Wales 


Total,  61 


53 
64 

54 
60 


Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  ... 
Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  ... 
Count}/  of  Cumberland 


The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered 
25 — II  male  and  14  female.  This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  61,  a figure  which  is  25  better  than  for  1937  and  only 
one  more  than  for  the  County  as  a whole,  and  8 worse  than 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Actually  there  were  thirteen  fewer  Infantile  deaths — the 
decrease  being  all  in  the  male  group.  The  rate  is  the  best  that 
has  so  far  been  recorded  for  the  District. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Prematurity  and  Congenital 
Defects  which  together  accounted  for  12  deaths,  and 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  which  together  accounted  for  8. 
The  figure  for  deaths  due  to  Prematurity  fell  from  14  in  the 
previous  year  to  2.  Eleven  deaths  took  place  within  the  neo- 
natal period,  i.e.,  within  one  month  of  birth.  The  mortality 
rate  for  male  children  was  52,  and  for  female  children  63  as 
against  loi  and  68  respectively  in  the  previous  year. 


INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  AGES  AND  CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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The  causes  and  age  at  death  are  shown  in  the  accompany- 
ing Table : — 
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births,  infantile  deaths,  and  mortality 

BY  PARISHES. 


Infantile 

Registered 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Cleator  Moor 

o 

H 

7 

67 

Frizington 

69 

7 

lOI 

Egremont 

...  83 

5 

60 

Distington 

23 

2 

87 

Parton 

24 



Lowca 

II 

I 

91 

Moresby 

20 

St.  John 

14 

2 

143 

Weddicar  ... 

8 

St.  Bees 

10 

Gosforth 

7 

Lamplugh 

12 

I 

83 

St.  Bridget 

7 

. 

Ennerdale  ... 

3 

Haile 

4 

Rottington 

I 

Lowside  Quarter  ... 

3 

Registered  Outside  District  lo 

— 

— 

Total 

...  413 

25 

61 

14 

B, General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

I.  — Public  Health  Officers. 

A list  of  these  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  report. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  resigned  during  the  year  to  take 
an  appointment  under  the  Scottish  Department  of  Health  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  vacancy  had  not  been  filled.  The 
two  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  Department  were  suc- 
cessful in  obtaining  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

II. __General  Health  Services. 

The  general  provision  of  health  services  was  detailed  in 
a recent  report  and  there  are  no  changes  to  report  in  these 
arrangements.  Only  one  or  two  comments  are  therefore 
necessary  in  this  connection. 

Hospitals. 

(1)  GcfiSTCil.  The  Whitehaven  and  W^est  Cumberland 
Hospital  serves  the  needs  of  the  area  for  general  hospital 
purposes.  The  accommodation  at  that  Hospital  has  for  some 
time  been  proving  inadequate  for  the  amount  of  work  it  has 
been  called  upon  to  do,  and  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  a 
new  hospital  has  been  agreed  upon.  So  far,  however,  the 
actual  building  of  the  new  hospital  has  not  commenced. 

(2)  Psvcf.  khe  position  is  as  stated  m last  year  s report, 
cases  from  Ennerdale  Rural  District  and  from  Whitehaven 
Borough  being  admitted  to  Gale  mire  Hospital,  owned  by  the 
District  Council,  the  maintenance  costs  being  equally  shared 
between  the  two  authorities. 

The  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  conhrming  the 
County  Council’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Infectious 
Disease  Hospital  accommodation  was  received  in  October. 
Under  this  scheme,  the  County  is  divided  into  three  areas — 
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Ennerdale  being  included  in  No.  i district  along  with  White- 
haven and  Workington  Boroughs,  Cockermouth  and  Mary- 
port  Urban  Districts,  and  Cockermouth,  Millom,  and  Wigton 
Rural  Districts.  The  accommodation  necessary  for  this  area 
is  fixed  at  a minimum  number  of  6o  beds  to  be  provided  at 
Ellerbeck  Hospital  belonging  to  the  Workington  Town  Council. 

In  the  meantime  the  Local  Authorities  concerned  have 
been  conferring  with  a view  to  the  formation  of  a united  district 
for  the  provision,  maintenance,  and  management  of  Infectious 
Disease  Hospital  accommodation  for  such  district. 

Laboratory  Eacilities. 

The  provisions  for  the  examination  of  Laboratory 
specimens  remained  as  detailed  in  last  year’s  report.  During 
the  year  practitioners  in  the  area  sent  113  speciments  for 
examination  at  a cost  of  £17  12s.  6d.  The  specimens  examined 


were  as  follows  : — 

Disease  suspected. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Tuberculosis 

12 

58 

70 

Diphtheria  . . . 

10 

30 

40 

Enteric 

— 

2 

2 

Dysentery  . . . 

. . . — 

I 

I 

i6 


C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

Excluding  certain  isolated  houses  and  farms  the  greater 
part  of  the  District  is  supplied  with  water  by  gravitation  from 
springs  and  moorland  gathering  grounds  on  the  mountain 
range  which  roughly  forms  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
District. 

The  rainfall  during  1938  as  recorded  at  Gillerthwaite  in 
the  Parish  of  Ennerdale  and  Kinniside  by  Mr.  Hough  Watson, 
of  Bra3/stones,  was:  — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Inches. 

11.57  4.67  6.37  1.12  8.85  11.25  16.99  5.75  6.22  19.47  14.60  7.91 
giving  a total  of  114.83  inches  for  the  year  with  a monthly 
average  of  9.57  inches. 

There  are  eight  water  undertakings,  seven  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  Council  and  one  administered  by  the  Har- 
rington and  Distington  Joint  Water  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Workington  Borough  Council  and  the  Rural  Council.  In 
addition  a supply  is  afforded  to  the  parishes  of  Weddicar  and 
Parton  from  the  Whitehaven  Corporation’s  water  undertaking 
from  Ennerdale  Lake. 

There  are  also  two  small  privately  owned  piped  supplies 
(i)  in  the  parish  of  Cleator  Moor  supplying  70  properties  at 
Cleator  and  (2)  in  the  Parish  of  Moresby  supplying  170  pro- 
perties at  Moresby  Parks. 

Following  the  constitution  of  the  Rural  District  in  1934. 
it  became  evident  that  a review  of  the  undertakings  was  neces- 
sary and  this  is  proceeding.  The  undertakings  were  designed 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  a parish  or  parishes.  Apart  fromi 
other  considerations,  co-ordination  of  the  various  supplies 
presents  some  difficulty  in  an  area  of  supply  which  varies  in 
level  from  50  feet  O.D.  to  650  feet  O.D. 

The  following  particulars  give  the  details  of  the  Council’s 
undertakings,  the  outstanding  defects,  the  measures  taken  or 
proposed  to  remedy  some  of  the  defects  and  the  results  of 
examination  of  samples  of  water  during  the  year. 

I.  Source  of  Supply. — Cogra,  Parish  of  Lamplugh. 

.Irea  Supplied. — Parishes  of  Arlecdon  and  Frizington 
and  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 
{Ennerdale  Bridge)  and  Lamplugh  (Salter  and  Eskett). 
Population  Served. — 4,500. 


17 


Improvements  effected. — Installation  of  Mechanical 
Filters  and  Chemical  Treatment  Plant,  Venturi 
Recorder,  Service  Reservoir  (1,500  gallons)  at  Sheriffs 
Hill,  New  3'"  Main  Lingla  Bank  to  Rheda  Terrace. 
Outstanding  Defects. — Trunk  and  Distributive  mains 
heavily  incrusted  requiring  scraping  and  relining  or 
renewal. 

Analysis  Reports  on  Water. 

26/4/38.  Bacteriological  Report  satisfactory. 

2/12/38.  Complete  reports  on  water  before  and 
after  filtration  and  chemical  treatment  as 
follows : — 

County  Analyst's  Office, 
Darlington. 

2nd  December , 1938. 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  analysed  the  undermentioned 
■sample  of  Water  marked : Cogra  Water  Supply.  Sample  of 
water  taken  from  tap  in  Fell  Dyke  Filter  House,  at  4 p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  23rd  November,  1938,  before  passing  thrr-ugh 
filtration  and  treatment  plant,  which  I received  on  the  25th 
day  of  November,  1938,  and  that  I find  as  follows:  — 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ... 

Parts  per  100,000 
1.4900 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ... 

.0872 

Ammonia 

.0031 

Albumdnoid  Ammonia 

.0050 

Oxygen  Absorption  ... 

.0381 

Injurious  Metals 

None 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ 100°  C.  ... 

2.0000 

pH  value  of  sample  ...  6.2 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  None 
Permanent  Hardness  .2  degs. 

Lead  dissolved  or  eroded  after  24  hours  0.323  part  per  100,000 
Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  ...  5. 

Appearance  of  sample  in  a 2-foot  tube  Not  quite  clear 
Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C.  ...  ...  None 

Microscopical  Examination. 

Small  deposit  from  J gallon  consisting  of  earthy  matter, 
vegetable  debris,  fungus  growths,  many  micro-organisms 
(chiefly  diatoms),  one  or  two  cotton  fibres  and  some  starch 
granules. 


i8 


Bacteriological  ExAxMination. 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@ 37°  C.  after  72  hours  ... 
Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
after  72  hours  @ 20/22°  C. 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @ 37°  C. 
after  72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 45°  C. 


2 per  ml. 

70  per  ml. 

Positive  in  10  ml. 
Negative  in  40  ml. 


Observations. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  of  this  sample  are  consistent 
with  those  found  in  water  derived  from  an  upland  gathering 
ground.  While  there  is  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  sewage 
or  other  foul  drainage,  the  sample  is  contaminated  to  some 
degree  by  impurities  derived  from  the  surface,  which  are  in- 
separable from  an  untreated  supply. 

(Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


County  Analyst's  Office, 
Darlington. 

2nd  December,  1938. 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  analysed  the  undermentioned 
sample  of  WYter  miarked : Cogra  Water  Supply.  Sample  of 
water  taken  in  Fell  Dyke  Filter  House,  at  4 p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  23rd  November,  1938,  after  passing  through 
filtration  and  treatment  plant,  which  I received  on  the  25th 
day  of  November,  1938,  and  that  I find  as  follows:  — 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ... 

Parts  per  100,000 
1.5400 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ... 

.0317 

Ammonia 

.0045 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

.0043 

Oxygen  Absorption 

.0323 

Injurious  Metals 

None 

Total  Solid  matter  dried  @ 100°  C.  ... 

6.0000 

pH  value  of  sample  ...  7.6 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  .2  degs. 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  3.6  degs. 

Lead  dissolved  or  eroded  after  24  hours 

.034  part  per  100,000 

Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale 

7- 

Appearance  of  sample  in  2-foot  tube 

Not  quite  clear 

Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C.  ... 

None 

Microscopical  Examination. 

Noticeable  deposit  from  ^ gallon  consisting  almost  entirely 
of  silicions  particles  and  some  vegetable  debris. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@37°  C.  after  72  hours  ... 
Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
after  72  hours  @ 20/22°  C. 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @ 37°  C. 
after  72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  test  @ 45°  C.  ... 


2 per  ml. 

4 per  ml. 

Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  40  ml. 


Observations. 

This  sample  affords  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  sewage 
or  other  foul  drainage,  and,  bacteriologically,  it  is  of  a high 
order  of  purit}^  The  noticeable  deposit  of  silicious  matter 
has  no  bearing  upon  the  safety  of  the  supply  for  drinking 
purposes,  but  it  is  inclined  to  render  the  water  unsightly.  The 
defect,  which  is  probably  due  to  some  minor  fault  in  the 
filtration  plant,  should  be  remedied. 


(Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


2.  Source  of  Suppply. — Meadley,  Parish  of  Ennerdale  and 
Kinniside. 

Area  Supplied. — Parish  of  Cleator  Moor  and  part  of  the 
Parish  of  St.  Bees  (Linethwaite). 

Population  Served. — 6,500. 

Improvements  effected. — Nil. 

Outstanding  Defects. — Provision  of  improved  filtration. 
Several  lengths  of  distributive  mains  require  scraping. 

Analysis  Reports  on  Water.— 

26/  4/38.  Bacteriological  report — unsatisfactory. 
8/10/38.  Complete  report  upon  water  as  follows: 


County  Analyst's  Office. 
Darlington. 

^th  October,  1938. 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  analysed  the  undermentioned 
sample  of  Water  marked : Taken  from  Tap  in  Yard  at  Cleator 
Mills  at  11-30  a.m.,  Friday,  September  30th,  1938,  which  I 
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received  on  the  3rd  day  of  October,  193^’  that  I find  as 
follows : — 


Parts  per  100,000 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  • • • i • 2900 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  •••  .0160 

Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  .0027 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .0069 

Oxygen  Absorption  ...  ...  ...  •••  .1680 

Injurious  Metals  ...  ...  ...  •••  None 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ 100°  C.  ...  ...  3.0000 


pH  value  of  sample  ... 
Temporary  Hardness  ... 
Permanent  Hardness  ... 


6.60 

.10  degs. 
.50  degs. 


Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  ...  23. 

Appearance  of  sample  in  2-foot  tube  Not  quite  clear 

Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C.  ...  IS  one 


Microscopical  Examination. 

Minute  deposit  from  1 gallon  consisting  of  earthy  naatter, 
vegetable  debris,  fungus  growths  and  some  micro-organisms. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

@ 37°  C.  after  72  hours  _ 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
after  72  hours  @ 20/22°  C.  ^ ... 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @ 37°  C. 

after  72  hours  ^ 

Clostridium  Welchii  test  @ 45°  C.  ... 

Observations. 

The  composition  of  this  sample  is  consistent  with  that  of 
water  derived  from  an  upland  gathering  ground  where  there  is 
a considerable  amount  of  surface  water.  There  is  no  evidence 
of  pollution  by  sewage  or  other  foul  drainage,  but  the  sample 
is  contaminated  by  impurities  of  surface  arid /or  atmospheric 
origin.  In  my  opinion  no  reasonable  objection  could  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  the  supply  represented  by  this  sample,  but  some 
satisfactory  process  of  purification  would  certainly  be  desirable. 

(Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


II  per  ml. 

209  per  ml. 

Positive  in  i.o  ml. 
Negative  in  40.  ml. 
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3.  — Source  of  Supply. — Wormgill,  Parish  of  Ennerdale  and 

Kinniside. 

Area  Supplied. — Parishes  of  Egremont,  Rottington  and 
St.  Bees  (Village). 

Population  Served. — 7,000. 

Improvements  Effected. — New  4"  Main  between 
Pallaflat  and  St.  Bees  service  reservoirs.  New  6"  Main 
from  Coldfell  Gate  to  Intake  Tank  to  Coldfell  Water 
Scheme. 

Outstanding  Defects. — Damaged  Intake  Works  at 
Wormgill.  No  record  of  volume  of  water  taken  from 
this  source. 

Analyst's  Reports  on  Water. — 

26/5/38.  Bacteriological  Report — satisfactory. 

4.  Source  of  Supply. — Coldfell,  Parish  of  Ennerdale  and 
Kinniside. 

Area  Supplied. — Parishes  of  Haile,  St.  John’s,  Becker- 
met,  and  Lowside  Quarter. 

Population  Served. — 2,200. 

Outstanding  Defects. — Supply  discontinued.  See 
Below. 

Analyst's  Reports  on  Water. — 

14/6/38.  Bacteriological  Report — Water  of  unsatis- 
factory quality  indicating  surface  contamination. 

5.  Source  of  Supply. — Hollow  Moor,  Parish  of  Gosforth. 

Area  Supplied. — Parishes  of  Gosforth,  Ponsonby,  St. 
Bridget’s,  Beckermet,  and  Millom  Rural  District 
(Santon  and  Greenlands  area). 

Population  Served. — 950. 

Improvements  Effected. — New  3”  Main  across  River 
Ehen  at  Braystones  replacing  Main  damaged  by  flood. 

Outstanding  Defects. — Distributive  Mains  require 
scraping  and  relining  or  renewal. 

Analyst's  Report  on  Water. — 

14/6/38.  Bacteriological  Report — fairly  satisfactory. 

27/9/38.  do.  — do. 

17/11/38.  do.  — satisfactory. 

6.  Source  of  Supply. — The  High,  Parish  of  Moresby. 

Area  Supplied. — Parish  of  Moresby  (Howgate). 
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Population  Served. — 130. 

Improvements  Effected. — Nil. 

Outstanding  Defects. — Supply  inadequate  in  dry 

weather. 

Analyst's  Report  on  Water. — 

22/8/38.  Bacteriological  Report — fairly  satisfactory. 

7.  Source  of  Supply. — Lamb  Hill,  Parish  of  Moresby. 

Area  Supplied. — Parish  of  Parton. 

Population  Served. — 1,800. 

I mprovemen ts  Effe cted.  — N il . 

Outstanding  Defects. — Supply  inadequate  in  dry 

weather. 

Analyst's  Report  on  Water. — Nil. 

With  regard  to  further  steps  taken  to  co-ordinate  the 
water  supplies  a scheme  has  been  prepared  and  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  for  supplj/ing  the  Parish  of  Moresby  and 
Moresby  Terrace  in  the  Parish  of  Parton  from  the  Mains  of  the 
Harrington  and  Distington  Joint  Water  Committee’s  under- 
taking. This  Scheme  will  eliminate  the  water  supplies 
obtained  from  sources  Nos.  6 and  7 previously  referred  to  and 
permit  extension  to  parts  of  the  Parish  of  Moresby  at  present 
indifferently  supplied  from  private  wells  as  well  as  affording 
a supply  to  the  Hamlet  of  Scilly  Banks  in  the  Borough  of 
Whitehaven. 

The  Water  Supply  to  the  undertaking  of  the  Joint  Water 
Committee  is  obtained  from  Owsen  Fell  in  the  Parish  of 
Lamplugh  and  supplies  the  Parishes  of  Lamplugh,  Lowca,  and 
Distington  in  the  Rural  District  as  well  as  parts  of  the  Work- 
ington Borough  and  the  Cockermouth  Rural  District.  Any 
shortage  or  increased  demand  from  this  source  could  be  met 
by  a temporary  supply  from  the  Cogra  Scheme. 

The  County  Analyst’s  Reports  on  samples  were:  — 

14/  6/38.  Bacteriological  examination — fairly 

satisfactory. 

2/12/38.  Complete  examination — as  follows:  — 

County  Analyst’s  -Office, 
Darlington. 

2nd  December , 1938. 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  analysed  the  undermentioned 


23 


sample  of  Water  marked:  Sample  of  Water  from  Lowca, 
24/11/38,  which  I received  on  the  25th  day  of  November, 
1938,  and  that  I find  as  follows:  — 

Parts  per  100,000. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  1.4900 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  .1250 

Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0069 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  .0041 

Oxygen  Absorption  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0404 

Injurious  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  @ 100°  C.  ...  2.0000 


pH  value  of  sample  ...  6.4 

Temporary  Hardness  None  Degrees 
Permanent  Hardness  ...  .4  ,, 


Lead,  dissolved  or  eroded,  after  24  hours 
Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  ... 
Appearance  of  sample  in  2 foot  tube 
Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C. 


.97  part  per  100,000 

5- 

Not  quite  clear 
None 


Microscopical  Examination. 

Very  small  deposit  from  gallon  consisting  of  earthy 
matter,  vegetable  debris,  some  fungus  growths  and  a few 
micro-organisms . 

O 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

@ 37°  C.  after  72  hours  ...  ...  3 per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

after  72  hours  @ 20/22°  C.  ...  10  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.Coli  Test  @ 37°  C. 

after  72  hours  ...  ...  ...  Positive  in  30  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 45°  C.  Negative  in  40  mi. 


Observations. 

This  sample  is  free  from  pollution  by  sewage  or  other  foul 
draiiiage  and  no  objection  could  be  taken  to  its  use  for  drinking 
purposes  on  these  grounds.  The  sample  is,  however,  acid  in 
character  as  shown  by  the  figure  for  the  pH  value,  and  it  is 
also  actively  plumbo-solvent,  to  a very  considerable  degree. 
If  this  defect  can  be  remedied,  the  water  will  be  satisfactory 
in  every  respect. 


(Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


The  Joint  Water  Committee  has  the  necessary  remedial 
works  under  consideration. 


The  evidence  obtained  from  the  survey  and  from  the 
County  Analyst’s  Reports  indicates  the  necessity  for 
eliminating  as  far  as  practicable  unsatisfactory  sources  of 
supply  and  for  closer  attention  to  the  remainder  to  ensure 
continuous  purity  of  the  supplies. 


Of  the  Water  Schemes  in  hand  the  present  position  is : — 

Parish.  Date  of  Date  Completed 

Commencement.  or  present  stage. 


Arlecdon  and  Frizington 
(Mechanical  Filters,  etc.) 

St.  Bees  (New  Mains) 

Arlecdon  and  Frizington 
(New  Mains) 

Cleator  Moor  (New  Mains) 

Moresby  (Mains  and 
Service  Reservoir) 


29/9/37  20/8/38 

Except  Main  Scraping. 

4/7/38  30/8/38 

Except  Main  Scraping. 
15/8/38  2/9/38 

11/1/39 

Not  yet  approved  by 
Ministry  of  Health 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  con- 
nection of  the  house  drains  to  the  new  sewers  provided  in  the 
parishes  of  Haile,  St.  Bridget’s,  Beckermet  (Calderbridge), 
and  Gosforth.  In  many  cases  entirely  new  drains  were 
required  and  in  every  case  the  system  was  tested  before  being 
connected  to  the  sewers. 

New  drainage  on  housing  schemes  is  also  tested  with  water 
before  filling  in. 

Of  the  Schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  hand 


the  present  position  is  : — 

Parish.  Public  Inquiry  Date  Completed  or 


Egremont  (Moor  Row 
and  Bigrigg) 

Held. 

15/12/36 

Present  Stage. 

Not  yet  approved 
by  Ministry  of  Health 

Gosforth 

16/12/36 

31/10/38 

St.  Bees 

17/12/36 

Not  yet  approved 
by  Ministry  of  Health 

Haile 

10/  2/37 

28/  3/38 

St.  Bridget’s,  Beckermet 
(Calderbridge) 

10/  2/37 

27/  7/38 
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VVeddicar  6/  7/37 

Arlecdon  and  Frizington  18/  1/39 

St.  Bridget’s,  Beckermet  1 

St.  John’s,  Beckermet  25/  4/39 

Haile  > 


Work  proceeding 

Awaits  approval 
by  Ministry  of  Health 

do. 


Lowca 

Distington 

Moresby 

Barton 


Preparation  of  scheme 
^ not  completed 


The  existing  works  of  sewage  disposal  call  for  closer  super- 
vision to  secure  efficient  and  satisfactory  working.  Planting 
of  trees  on  the  new  outfall  works  at  Haile  and  Calderbridge 
was  carried  out,  but  all  the  works  should  receive  consideration. 


Sludge  drying  and  disposal  methods  call  for  improvement. 
No  sewer  extensions  were  effected. 


The  charge  to  the  General  Rate  Fund  for  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  Maintenance  during  1938  was  £1,584. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

Pollution  by  the  deposit  of  refuse  occurs  in  some  of  the 
villages,  particularly  those  without  a refuse  collection  service. 
The  matter  is  having  continued  attention.  A scheme  for  cover- 
ing over  Skirting  Beck  at  Egremont  has  been  approved. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Sixteen  Privies  and  pail  closets  were  converted  to  water 
closets,  mainly  at  Calderbridge  and  Haile,  where  new  sewerage 
schemes  were  introduced. 


Public  Conveniences. 

No  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  con- 
veniences at  Frizington  and  Lowca. 


Public  Cleansing. 

{a)  Refuse  Collection. 

House  refuse  is  collected  in  14  Parishes  (or  parts  thereof) 
the  service  having  been  extended  to  the  Parish  of  Haile  during 
the  year.  In  7 Parishes  there  is  a weekly  collection  and  7 
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Parishes  twice  weekly.  Isolated  properties  having  privy 
middens  are  in  certain  cases  emptied  thrice  weekly. 

The  Councirs  own  workmen  equipped  with  two  Leyland 
petrol  refuse  vehicles  do  this  work  in  13  Parishes,  the 
remainder  being  scavenged  by  part  time  Contractors,  who 
provide  their  own  carts. 

The  storage  of  refuse  in  buckets  and  the  like  continues 
though  at  616  houses  these  were  replaced  during  the  year  by 
sanitary  dust  bins.  The  Council  require  the  occupiers  to  place 
their  receptacles  in  a convenient  position  for  collection. 

No  arrangements  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  are  in 
operation.  Butchers’  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  the  refuse  tips 
which  occasionally  leads  to  serious  effluvia,  fly  and  rat 
nuisances. 


(b)  Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  bulk  tipping  in  disused  quarries 
and  mine  shafts  and  on  subsidised  land  consequent  upon 
mining  operations.  The  Contractors  provide  their  own  tips. 
A tip  at  Egremont  serves  the  southern  part  of  the  Rural 
District,  tips  at  Cleator  Moor  and  Frizington  the  central  portion 
of  the  District,  whilst  a disused  quarry  at  Moresby  serves  the 
northern  Parishes. 

In  a report  dated  24th  May,  1938,  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Surveyor  the  Council  were  recommended  to 
adopt  the  method  of  controlled  tipping. 

“It  is  obvious  that  the  adoption  of  such  a system  of  disposal 
would  be  a great  improvement  on  the  present  haphazard 
methods  of  tipping  now  practised  in  the  area.  It  must  be 
understood  that  the  adoption  of  controlled  tipping  will  cost 
more  than  the  present  methods  due  to  the  longer  haul  to  the 
centralised  tips  and  to  the  additional  labour  required  to  deal 
with  the  refuse  on  the  site. 

“With  regard  to  the  application  of  the  method  to  the 
district,  it  will  be  necessary  to  limit  the  number  of  tips  to  sites 
centrally  situated  to  serve  several  parishes.  The  system  could 
not  be  applied  indiscriminately  to  the  many  small  tips  now  in 
operation. 

“In  the  first  instance  the  method  might  be  tried  in  one 
of  the  former  urban  areas  and  it  is  proposed  to  recommend  the 
Parochial  Committee  to  do  this  on  the  new  site  in  Jacktrees 
Road,  Cleator  Moor.’’ 
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(c)  Street  Cleansing. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Highway  Authority 
by  arrangement  with  that  Authority. 

(d)  Cost  of  Public  Cleansing. 

For  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1938,  the  cost 
was : — 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...£2,295 

Street  Cleansing  (R.D.C.’s  Share)  Parishes  of 
Arlecdon  and  Frizington,  Cleator  Moor  and 
Egremont  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  480 

Total  £2,775 


* Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  carried  out 
under  the  Public  Health  and  other  Acts  relating  to  Public 
Health  matters  in  the  district  during  the  year  1938. 


Visits 
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premises  generally 

■5.797 

private  slaughterhouses 

.1,582 

dairies  and  cowsheds 

. 420 

premises  where  food  is  sold,  etc. 

. 88 

houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  ... 

.1,663 

houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

.1,176 

cases  of  infectious  disease 

82 

cases  of  tuberculosis 

• 85 

Factories  ... 

. 80 

investigation  of  water  supplies 

• 117 

refuse  tips 

• 131 

Bakehouses 

• 36 

investigation  under  Rats  and  Mice 
Destruction  Act 

. 19 

drain  testing 

. 181 

schools 

8 

overcrowding 

. 140 

cleansing 

• 15 

conversion  of  privies  to  water  carriage  system 

162 

sewage  disposal  ... 

. . 

7 

Rivers  Pollution  Prevention 

I 
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Visits  re  provisions  of  new  water  closets  ...  ...  4 

,,  re  miscellaneous  inspections  ...  ...  ...  144 

,,  re  Shops’  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  5^ 

In  connection  with  the  above  visits  the  following  action 
was  necessary : — 


Informal  notices  served 

• » • 

271 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

• • • 

•••  257 

Nuisances. 

Found  Abated 

Choked  drains 

17 

17 

Defective  and  dirty  W.C.  fittings  ... 

4 

4 

(dffensive  accumulations 

— 

— 

Insufficient  water  supplies  ... 

37 

37 

Defective  and  choked  rain  water  fall  pipes  . . . 

I 

I 

Houses  with  insufficient  ashpit 

accommodation 

563 

545 

Defective  drainage 

3 

3 

Insufficient  water  closet  accommodation  ... 

I 

I 

Unclean  dwelling-houses 

3 

3 

629  61 I 


71  houses  were  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 

Shops. 

During  the  year  56  visits  were  paid  to  shops.  Of  the  13 1 
premises  on  the  Register  the  provisions  of  the  Shops’  Act, 
1934,  may  only  reasonably  apply  to  35  premises. 

Camping  Sites. 

1.  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used 

for  camping  purposes  during  1938  ...  ...  5 

2.  The  number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which 

licences  have  been  issued  by  the  local  authority 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  2 

3.  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers 

resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during  the 
summer  season,  1938  ...  ...  ...Not  known 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  taken  in  this  connection  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

A Swimming  Pool  under  St.  Bees  Head  provided  by 
Voluntary  Effort  is  the  only  example  in  the  district. 


29 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Five  Houses  were  disinfested  with  sulphur  dioxide  and 
insectidal  sprays  none  of  which  were  Council  Houses. 

Playing  Fields  and  Open  Spaces. 

A Scheme  for  Playing  Fields  approximately  14  acres  in 
extent  at  the  Public  Park,  Cleator,  has  been  approved  for 
grant  but  acquisition  of  the  land  has  not  been  completed. 

A Scheme  for  Playing  Fields  at  Kilnside,  Distington,  is 
under  consideration. 

Schools. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  any  serious  epidemic  disease 
in  the  schools  during  the  year  and  no  action  was  required  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

Schools  were  closed  by  the  County  Authority  for  Influenza 
or  measles  as  follows : — 

Frizington  Council  17/1/38  — 25/1/38 

Frizington  St.  Joseph's  20/1/38  — 28/1/38 

Lamplugh  Council  24/1/38  — 4/2/38 

and  7/2/38  — ■ 11/2/38 

Egremont  Bookwell  Infants’  24/3/38  — 14/4/38 


Condition  of  Schools. 

Cleator  Moor  Montreal  School. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory. Twelve  water  closets  are  provided,  but  these  are 
insanitary  trough  closets  and  are  not  properly  partitioned  off 
from  each  other.  The  urinal  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
infants  is  not  satisfactory,  the  cement  rendering  to  the  walls 
being  broken. 

The  surfaces  to  all  the  playgrounds  are  satisfactory. 

Cleator  Moor  St.  Patrick's. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  satisfactory. 
The  surface  of  the  girls’  playground  is  satisfactory,  but  the 
surface  of  the  boys’  playground  is  broken  in  places. 

Frizington  St.  Joseph's. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  satisfactory, 
and  the  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  also  satisfactory.  The 
water  supply  to  this  school  is  fairly  good. 


Frizington  Council. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  satisfactory. 
The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  not  satisfactory  part  being 
unformed  and  part  tarmacadamed. 


Frizington  St.  Paul's. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory. They  consist  of  eleven  water  closets  of  the  long 
hopper  and  trough  type.  The  structures  are  generally 
dilapidated.  The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  not 
satisfactory,  being  unformed,  and  the  playground  slopes 
steeply  down  to  the  beck. 


Arlecdon  Council. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  satisfactory. 
The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
The  water  supply  is  fairly  satisfactory. 


Lamplugh  Parochial. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  satisfactory, 
but  there  is  an  insanitary  privy  midden  adjoining  the  closets, 
in  which  refuse  is  dumped. 

The  boys’  cloakroom  consists  of  a dilapidated  wooden 
lean-to  structure  and  the  woodwork  is  dilapidated  and  broken. 

The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  not  satisfactory. 


Lamplugh  Council. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory. They  consist  of  eight  privy  closets. 

The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  unsatisfactory.  Part 
of  the  playgrounds  are  covered  with  tarmacadam,  but  this  is 
broken  extensively,  while  the  remainder  is  unformed. 


Lowca  Council. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  playground  surfaces 
at  this  school  are  both  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Parton  Boys' . 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory, consisting  of  four  w^ater  closets  of  the  trough  type. 

The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  satisfactory. 
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Parton  Girls'  and  Infants'. 

The  sanitar}/  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory consisting  of  six  water  closets,  one  of  these  being  of 
the  washdown  pedestal  type  while  the  others  consist  of  five 
closets  of  the  trough  type.  There  are  no  doors  to  the  closets, 
the  seats  are  broken  and  they  are  generally  dilapidated.  The 
urinal  is  not  sufficiently  screened  off  from  the  yard  and  the 
floor  is  defective. 

The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  not  satisfactory. 
Parts  of  the  playgrounds  are  concreted  and  the  rest  tar- 
macadamed.  The  tarmacadam  is  broken  and  sunken  in 
places. 


Moresby  Council. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  in  a satis- 
factorv  condition. 

The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  not  satisfactory, 
the  majority  of  the  area  being  unformed.  The  water  supply 
is  insufficient. 


Dyon  Council. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory and  consist  of  six  water  closets  of  the  insanitary  short 
hopper  type.  One  pedestal  is  broken.  The  floor  of  the  boys’ 
urinal  is  defective  and  is  not  screened  off  from  the  yard. 

The  surface  of  the  boys’  playground  is  not  satisfactory, 
being  unformed.  The  water  supply  at  this  school  is 
insufficient. 


Distington  Council. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory and  consist  of  ten  water  closets  of  the  insanitary  short 
hopper  type.  Two  of  the  pedestals  are  broken.  The  boys’ 
urinal  is  not  satisfactory,  it  is  situated  in  a narrow  passage 
immediately  opposite  the  closets  and  the  flag  floor  is  broken. 

The  playground  surfaces  are  not  satisfactory  as  part  of 
these  are  unformed. 


Cleator  St.  Mary's. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory. The  concrete  floor  and  rendering  to  the  walls  of  the 
urinal  is  perished.  The  surfaces  to  the  playgrounds  are  satis- 
factory. 
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Cleator  Council. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory and  consist  of  twelve  water  closets.  The  doors  to 
some  of  these  are  decayed.  The  concrete  floor  of  the  boys' 
urinal  is  broken  in  places  and  has  become  foul  due  to  difficulty 
in  cleansing.  The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  in  a satis- 
factor}^  condition. 

Thornhill  Council. 

The  sanitar}/  conveniences  at  this  school  are  satisfactory. 
The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  unformed. 

Moor  Row  Council. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory. Four  water  closets  are  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
infants  and  these  are  of  the  insanitary  trough  type  and  are  not 
properly  partitioned  off  from  each  other.  Ihe  urinal  is  con- 
structed of  iron  and  this  is  broken  and  rusted. 

Eight  water  closets  are  provided  for  the  use  of  the  girls 
and  are  of  the  insanitary  trough  type.  These  are  all  situated 
' in  one  building  v/hich  is  insufficiently  lighted  and  ventilated 
and  the  entrance  is  very  narrow.  The  five  water  closets 
provided  for  the  use  of  the  boys  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  not  satisfactory  as  the 
tarmacadam  is  broken  in  places. 

Egremont  Central  Girls’. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory as  they  consist  of  ten  water  closets  of  the  insanitary 
short  hopper  type. 

The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  not  satisfactory,  part 
adjoining  the  building  is  covered  with  tarmacadam  and  the 
remainder  unformed. 

Egremont  St.  Bridget’s. 

The  condition  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school 
is  satisfactory. 

The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  not  satisfactory. 
The  boys’  playground  is  covered  wdth  tarmacadam,  but  the 
surface  is  broken  in  places.  The  girls’  playground  surface  is 
unformed. 

Egremont  Bookwell  Boys’ . 

The  condition  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school 
is  satisfactory.  The  playground  is  also  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 
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Egremont  Bookwell  Infants’. 

The  condition  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  surface 
of  the  playground  are  satisfactory. 

Keekle  Terrace. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  satisfactory. 
The  surface  of  the  playground  is  not  satisfactory  and  consists 
of  tarmacadam  which  is  badly  broken  in  places. 

Ennerdale  and  Kinniside. 

The  sanitar}/  conveniences  and  playground  surfaces  at 
this  school  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Haile. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  not  satis- 
factory. They  consist  of  four  water  closets  of  the  insanitary 
type  of  trough  closet.  The  surfaces  of  the  playground  are 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  being  unformed. 

St.  Bees. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  consist  of  nine 
water  closets.  These  are  all  of  the  washdown  pedestal  type, 
but  the  water  supply  to  these  is  insufficient. 

The  boys’  playground  is  unformed,  except  for  a small 
area  adjoining  the  building,  which  is  tarmacadamed,  but  the 
surface  of  this  is  badly  broken. 

Calderbridge. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  satisfactory. 
The  surfaces  of  the  playgrounds  are  not  satisfactory  as  part  is 
unformed,  and  the  rest,  which  is  paved  with  tarmacadam,  is 
broken  in  places. 

Gosforth. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  in  a satis- 
factory condition.  The  playground  surfaces  are  unsatisfactory, 
being  unformed.  The  water  supply  to  this  school  is  fairly 
satisfactory. 

Bigrigg. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  playground  surfaces 
at  this  school  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Beckermet. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this  school  are  satisfactory. 
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D.— HOUSING. 


I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year. 


(l) 

(a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

924 

ib) 

Number  of  inspections  made 

2,808 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

363 

(0 

Number  of  inspections  made 

900 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  321 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation.  ...  ...  ...  39 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  70 

3. — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

(^a) — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(5)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil 

(b) — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

[h]  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(c) — Proceedings  under  Section  ii  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  i 

(cl) — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 


4. — Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  iv.  Overcrowding. 


(a) 

(I) 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year 

33 

(2) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

33 

(3) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

230 

(b) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

3 

(c) 

(I) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year 

2 

(2) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ... 

14 

Of  the  two  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 
one  family  was  relieved  by  procuring  suitable  alternative 
accommodation.  In  the  other  case  the  overcrowding  was 
relieved  by  the  addition  of  one  other  bedroom. 

(d)  No  cases  came  to  notice  of  dwelling-houses  again 
becoming  overcrowded  after  previous  over- 
crowding had  been  relieved. 

No  scheme  has  so  far  been  formulated  for  the  provision 
of  housing  accommodation  to  relieve  overcrowding. 
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IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE 

HOUSING  ACTS. 


Lighting  and  Ventilation  improved 

. . . 

...  21 

New  eaves  or  R.W.F.P.  provided 

or  repaired  ... 

...  14 

Roofs  repaired 

. . . 

•••  35 

New  sinks  provided  ... 

. . . 

...  30 

Chimney  stacks  repaired 

. . . 

...  8 

Gable  walls  repaired  ... 

. . . 

...  4 

Doors  repaired 

. . . 

I 

Yards  repaved  and  improved 

. . . 

•••  34 

External  walls  repaired 

. . . 

...  36 

Living  Rooms  : — 

Floors  repaired 

. . . 

•••  39 

Fireplaces  repaired 

. . . 

•••  5 

Window  frames  repaired 

... 

...  28 

Dampness  prevented  ... 

...  ...  ... 

•••  3 

Plasterwork  repaired 

... 

...  56 

Other  defects  ... 

... 

...  4 

Sleeping  Rooms  : — 

Dampness  prevented 

... 

I 

Plasterwork  repaired 

... 

...  38 

Floors  repaired  

... 

...  II 

Windows  repaired  

... 

•••  34 

Other  defects  ... 

• •• 

2 

Staircases  repaired  and  Handrails  provided 

...  7 

Sculleries  : — 

Plasterwork  repaired 

... 

...  18 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  ... 

... 

...  16 

Floors  repaired 

... 

...  26 

Boilers  renewed 

...  ...  ... 

...  12 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed 

... 

...  40 

Water  closet  structures  repaired 

... 

...  16 

Drainage  improved  

... 

6 

Other  Defects 

... 

2 

Washing  accommodation  renewed 

or  repaired  ... 

8 

New  sculleries  built  ... 

... 

•••  3 

Water  supply  provided 

•••  •••  ••• 

I 

559 
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Housing  Act,  1936 — Fart  III. 

During  1938,  thirty-two  more  clearance  orders  were  made 
by  the  Council  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  in 
respect  of  areas  comprising  170  houses  with  a population  of 
576  persons  in  the  parishes  of  Parton,  Moresby,  Distington, 
Lamplugh,  and  St.  John's,  Beckermet. 

The  inquiry  on  the  appeals  in  connection  with  these  orders 
had  not  been  held  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1938  orders  had  been  made  in  respect 
of  a total  of  61  areas  comprising  431  houses  with  a population 
of  1,355  persons  in  the  Parishes  of  Parton,  Cleator  Moor, 
Egremont,  Frizington,  Distington,  Moresby,  Lamplugh,  and 
St.  John's,  Beckermet. 

This  might  be  counted  fairly  satisfactory  progress  in  this 
direction  although  more  could  have  been  done  had  there  been 
any  point  in  pushing  this  side  of  slum  clearance.  Progress, 
however,  would  not  have  been  actually  helped  by  doing  so 
owing  to  the  slowness  in  providing  1- e-housing  accommodation, 
as  it  was  only  during  1938  that  a beginning  was  made  with  the 
building  of  houses  to  leplace  those  affected  by  these  orders — - 
the  first  provision  m this  connection  since  the  legislation  for 
the  clearance  of  unfit  areas  came  into  operation  in  1930.  The 
time  that  has  been  lost  is  to  be  regretted  since  in  the  interval 
the  Government  grants  have  been  reduced  and  this  means  in 
consequence  higher  rents  for  the  people  displaced. 

Contractors  commenced  the  erection  of  74  houses  on  the 
Parton  site  in  May,  1938,  and  80  houses  on  the  Cleator  Moor 
site  in  December.  The  re-housing,  therefore,  has  a long  way 
to  go  to  catch  up  with  the  clearance  orders  alread}/  made. 

Schemes  were  also  submitted  for  the  erection  of  68  houses 
at  Egremont  and  28  at  Frizington,  but  these  had  not  been 
commenced  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  houses  are  being  provided  by  the  North  Eastern 
Housing  Association  and  the  Council's  Surveyor  is  acting  for 
them  in  the  preparation  and  execution  of  their  schemes. 

In  addition  to  the  above  provision,  twelve  of  the  thirty 
derelict  houses  at  Kirkland,  in  the  parish  of  Lamplugh,  which 
were  acquired  by  the  Council  some  time  ago,  were  converted 
during  1938  into  two-bedroomed  non-parlour  type  houses. 
This  work  was  carried  out  with  the  aid  of  a grant  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Rural  Workers'  Act.  The  remaining  eighteen 
houses  are  to  be  demolished. 

The  charge  to  the  General  Rate  fund  during  the  last 
financial  year  for  housing  was  £2,791. 
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E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  378  registered  producers  in  the  district  of  whom 
twenty-nine  produce  designated  milk,  viz.:  — 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Ordinary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Three  hundred  and  eighty  persons  are  registered  as  milk 
purveyors,  viz.:  — 

Retail  only 

Wholesale  only  ... 

Wholesale  and  retail 

Butter  only 

Two  of  the  retailers  are  not  producers. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  is  380  and  during  the 
year  420  visits  were  paid  to  these,  and  in  consequence  of 
informial  action  63  existing  premises  were  brought  up  to  a 
satisfactory  standard  during  the  year,  and  eight  new  cowsheds 
were  built. 


127 

21 

4 

228 


Sampling. 

During  the  year  the  scheme  for  co-operation  with  the 
County  Authorities  in  regard  to  taking  samples  was  continued. 
The  Sanitary  Inspectors  take  all  the  samples,  and  the  cost  is 
shared  between  the  two  Authorities. 

i\  report  of  the  findings  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  also  to  the  County  Veterinary  Officer.  The 
ofiicials  of  the  local  authority  deal  with  the  matters  pertaining 
to  buildings,  cleanliness,  etc.,  whilst  matters  involving  the 
health  of  the  animals  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Veterinary 
Department. 

During  the  year  268  samples  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  examination.  These  are  shown  according  to  grade  of  milk, 
result,  and  number  of  producers  concerned:  — 

SA  TISFA  CTORY  UNSA  TISFA  CTORY 


Gf  ud/C . 

Producers 

Samples 

Producers  Samples 

Tuberculin  Tested 

0 

u 

26 

I 

0 

0 

Accredited  . . . 

...  25 

61 

II 

19 

Ungraded 

...  68 

72 

52 

87 

Pasteurised 

I 

3 

— 

— 

The  standard  taken  as  satisfactory  in  graded  milks  is  that 
fixed  by  Regulations,  and  for  ordinary  milks  for  which _ no 
standard  is  hxed,  the  standard  taken  is  that  for  Accredited 
milk.  This  is  a standard  that  can  be  maintained  by  reasonable 
care  and  cleanliness.  The  public  has  a right  to  expect  this 
standard  and  it  should  be  made  compulsory. 

Kvidence  of  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  was  found 
in  two  cases,  and  these  were  dealt  with  by  the  County 
Veterinary  Staff. 


Meat  and  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  21  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  2 more 
than  in  the  last  year.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  reoccupa- 
tion of  the  CounciTs  slaughterhouses  at  Egremont. 

Of  the  21  slaughterhouses,  8 are  registered  premises  and 
13  licensed  premises. 

1,582  visits  were  paid  to  the  slaughterhouses  during  the 
year  when  they  were  generally  found  to  be  well  conducted  and 
clean. 

During  the  year  the  Council  returned  again  to  their  con- 
sideration of  these  premises  in  which  improvement  appears 
stagnant.  For  this  stagnation  the  trade  is  not  wholly  to 
blame. 

One  feels  that  the  operations  of  preparing  so  important  a 
food  as  meat  for  human  consumption  should  be  housed  in 
buildings  more  closely  approaching  the  standard  of  the  Front 
shop  with  its  glazed  tile  and  marble  surfaces  and  stainless  steel 
fittings  from  which  the  meat  is  retailed.  I believe  that  butchers 
take  their  business  seriously  and  in  the  main  co-operate  heartily 
with  the  Public  Health  Services.  There  remains,  however, 
a considerable  field  for  co-operation  in  the  provision  of  better 
slaughtering  facilities  as  the  majority  of  the  present  slaughter- 
houses fall  short  of  the  rudimentary  standard  as  to  location 
and  structure,  etc.,  urged  upon  Local  Authorities  by  the  then 
Local  Government  Board  a quarter  of  a century  ago. 

In  my  view  the  radical  improvements  required  could  only 
be  met  by  the  provision  of  a central  public  abattoir  to  serve 
the  Rural  District  and  the  Borough  of  Whitehaven.  Con- 
ferences between  the  two  Authorities  took  place  but  National 
Affairs  obtruded  to  delay  progress. 

The  number  of  carcases  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 
are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Not  k 

nown 

Number  inspected 

1,195 

577 

4 

3,494 

1,258 

All  Diseases  Except 

T uberciilosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

1 

147 

43 

20 

7 

12.3 

11.4 

0.57 

0.56 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

3 

17 

48 

37 

13 

4.2 

14.3 

1.03 
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Meat  Inspection. 


The  following  shows  in  tabular  form  diseases  found  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  the  amount  of  meat  affected  and 
destroyed : — 


Distomatosis 

Abcesses 

Decomposition 

Cirrhosis 

Cavernous  Angeoma 
Pericarditis 
Necrosis 
Hydatid  Cysts 
Actinomycosis 
Fatty  Degeneration 
Pneumonia 
Melanosis  ... 

Johne's  Disease  ... 
Strongylus  Rufescens 
Stinking  Kinder  . . . 


Cwts.  Qrs. 

...  13  2 

I O 

— I 

O 0 

o o 

O o 

..  o 3 

..  o 3 

o o 

O 0 

o o 

o o 

..5  o 

0 o 

..  o 3 

23  3 


lbs. 

11 

15 

22 

4 

12 

9 

6 

22 

25 

24 

20 

10 

o 

10 

6 

o 


Slaughter  Animals  Act. 

Inspections  were  made  under  the  above  Act,  but  no  con- 
traventions were  found. 


Other  Foods. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  all  premises  where  food 
is  stored,  prepared  for  sale,  or  sold.  In  one  case  it  was  found 
necessary  to  require  the  rearrangement  of  the  water  closet  used 
by  the  persons  employed.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  clean  and  well  conducted. 
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F.—  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


I. Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  other  than 
Tuberculosis,  notified  during  1938  are  shown  by  age, 
admission  to  hospital,  and  deaths  in  the  accompanying 
Table : — 


< 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Notified  from  Hospital.  j i Case  Notified  from  Hospital.  2 Cases  Admitted  to  Hospital. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Sixty-eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the 
year — an  increase  of  42  cases  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  Eleven  parishes  were  affected,  Egremont  and  Cleator 
Moor  chiefly  with  twenty-four  and  twenty  cases  respectively, 
Moresby  with  eight,  Frizington,  Ennerdale,  and  Distington 
with  3 each,  St.  Bees  and  St.  John’s  two  each,  and  St. 
Bridget’s,  Gosforth,  and  Lamplugh  one  each.  Cases  were 
spread  over  the  whole  year  more  or  less  regularly. 

Forty-one  of  the  cases  were  admitted  to  Galemire  Hospital. 
They  were  generally  of  a mild  type  and  there  were  no  com- 
plications or  deaths. 


Diphtheria. 

Seven  cases  were  notihed  during  the  year  as  against  31  in 
1937  and  153  in  1936,  the  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  population 
being  0.26  as  against  1.2  and  5.5  for  the  previous  two  years. 
Of  the  seven  cases,  hve  cases  occurred  in  one  household,  so 
that  only  three  households  were  affected  during  the  whole 
year.  Six  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  In  all  these 
the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  bacteriologically.  There  was  one 
death  from  this  disease. 

The  condition  with  regard  to  this  disease  again  showed 
very  great  improvement  over  the  previous  year  and  the  district 
was  entirely  free  from  Diphtheria  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  is  not  much  doubt  that  the  policy  of  immunisation 
has  played  a large  part  in  bringing  about  this  happy  state  of 
affairs  and  it  is  work  that  appears  to  have  been  very  much 
worth  while.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  numbers  of  parents 
consenting  to  having  their  children  immunised  will  not  fall  off 
now  that  the  danger  is  not  so  imminent  as  it  is  only  by  keeping 
up  a high  percentage  of  children  immunised,  that  the  disease, 
which  is  tending  to  increase  over  the  country,  can  be  kept  in 
check. 

During  the  year  477  children  were  immunised  under  the 
Local  Authority’s  arrangements  at  schools  in  the  area  making 
a total  of  2,349  t>y  the  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  since  the 
scheme  was  first  put  into  operation  in  1936.  In  addition  the 
officers  of  the  County  Council  have  carried  out  inoculations 
in  the  area  for  children  going  to  camp  under  the  Summer  Camp 
Scheme. 

The  method  employed  was  the  ‘Two-shot”  method  using 
A.P.T.  (Parke  Davis  & Co.).  The  accompanying  table  shows 
the  position  with  regard  to  inoculations  in  all  schools  in  the 
area.  From  this  it  can  be  seen  that  68%  of  the  school  popula- 
tion at  the  end  of  1938  had  been  immunised — the  percentage 
in  different  schools  ranging  from  nil  to  94%. 
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SCHOOL 

No.  iu- 
uoculated 
by  L.A. 
1938 

No.  on 
Register 
eud  of 
1938 

No.  ini- 
niuuised 
end  of 
1938t 

Percent- 
age iin- 
niuuised 

Cleator  Moor  Montreal  Foys. 

10 

136 

67 

49 

do.  do.  Girls. 

13 

99 

72 

73 

do.  do.  Infants. 

15 

83 

28 

34 

do.  St.  Patrick’s  Boys. 

4 

159 

149 

94 

do.  do.  Girls. 

10 

144 

135 

94 

do.  do.  Infants. 

26 

115 

54 

47 

Frizington  St.  Joseph  R.C. 

14 

133 

104 

78 

do.  Council. 

20 

174 

123 

71 

do.  St.  Pauls. 

23 

190 

132 

69 

Arlecdon  Council. 

9 

200 

116 

58 

Lamplugh  Parochial. 

15 

53 

24 

45 

do.  Council. 

15 

41 

28 

68 

Lowca  Council. 

19 

153 

125 

82 

Parton  Boys. 

5 

94 

88 

94 

do.  Girls  and  Infants. 

24 

143 

92 

64 

Moresby  Council. 

23 

173 

116 

58 

Dyon  Council. 

9 

100 

57 

57 

Distington  Mixed. 

6 

108 

62 

57 

do.  Infants. 

7 

72 

55 

76 

Cleator  St.  Mary’s. 

5 

89 

68 

76 

do.  Council. 

14 

196 

140 

71 

Thornhill. 

24 

129 

79 

61 

Moor  Row. 

34 

180 

110 

61 

Egremont  Central. 

2 

187 

158 

85 

do.  St.  Bridgets. 

5 

105 

79 

75 

do.  Bookwell  Boys. 

5 

201 

185 

92 

do.  do.  Infants. 

22 

142 

68 

48 

Keekle  Terrace, 

17 

40 

24 

60 

Ennerdale. 

32 

Haile. 

6 

26 

10 

38 

St.  Bees. 

19 

75 

60 

80 

Calderbridge. 

ry 

3 

37 

22 

59 

Gosforth. 

18 

128 

55 

45 

Bigrigg. 

10 

79 

38 

48 

Beckermet  C.  of  E, 

26 

42 

22 

52 

477 

4058 

2745 

68 

t This  number  includes  all  who  have  been  immunised  at  any  time 
under  both  County  and  Local  arrangements. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Seven  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during 
the  year.  Four  of  these  were  notified  from  Whitehaven 
Hospital,  the  confinements  having  taken  place  there,  and  three 
were  cases  that  had  been  confined  at  home. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Four  cases  were  notified — one  from  Whitehaven  Hospital 
and  three  of  children  born  at  home.  Two  of  the  latter  cases 
were  sent  to  Fusehill  Hospital,  Carlisle,  under  County 
arrangements  for  treatment. 
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Pneumonia. 

Twenty- two  cases  of  Acute,  Primary  or  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  were  notified. 

Erysipelas. 

Twelve  cases  were  notified. 


Galemire  Fever  Hospital. 

Galemire  Hospital,  belonging  to  the  Ennerdale  Rural 
District  Council,  continued  to  be  used  jointly  for  cases  of 
infectious  disease  from  the  Ennerdale  Rural  District  and  from 
Whitehaven  Borough.  Cases  are  also  admitted  from  the 
Miliom  Rural  District,  if  accommodation  is  available. 

The  work  of  the  hospital  was  rather  increased  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year  owing  to  the  largely  increased  number 
of  admissions  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases.  At  times  the  accom- 
modation was  severely  taxed  by  these  in  spite  of  numerous 
cases  being  isolated  at  home.  Fortunately  the  position  with 
regard  to  Diphtheria  was  much  improved,  or  there  would  have 
been  serious  difficulty  in  accommodating  the  cases  since  the 
hospital,  as  it  stands,  is  suitable  really  for  the  admission  of 
only  one  class  of  case  at  a time. 

There  were  the  usual  changes  and  shortages  of  staff  which 
one  has  come  to  expect  at  that  hospital  and  which  all  tend  to 
make  administration  more  difficult,  but  conditions  were  much 
more  settled  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 


I 

Diphtheria. 

IP  .*  1 

^ ^ 1 

c:  CD 
— ^ 

CiJ 

rn 

0 0 

CO 

i 

j 

111  Hospital 

Jan.  1,  1938  ... 

4 

4 

Admitted  1938 

18 

83 

10 

1 

! 

Discharged  1938 

21 

84 

10 

Died 

1 

— 

In  Hospital 

Jan.  1st,  1939 

— 

3 

— 

Total 
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At  the  close  of  1937,  there  were  eight  cases  in  hospital, 
four  of  Diphtheria — two  belonging  to  the  Ennerdale  Rural 
District  and  two  to  Whitehaven — and  four  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
all  belonging  to  the  Ennerdale  Rural  District. 

During  1938  a total  of  in  cases  were  admitted  as  follows : 

Ennerdale  Millom 

Rural  Rural 


District 

Whitehaven 

District 

Total 

Diphtheria  . . . 

6 

12 



18 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  42 

39 

2 

83 

Other  cases  . . . 

4 

6 

— 

10 

52 

57 

2 

III 

The  '‘other  cases'’  included  cases  sent  in  as  Diphtheria  or 
Scarlet  Fever  in  which  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  and 
three  cases  of  Measles  sent  in  as  Scarlet  Fever. 

One  case  died  in  hospital — a case  of  Diphtheria  admitted 
in  an  advanced  condition  who  ultimately  died  of  cardiac 
paralysis.  One  hundred  and  fifteen  cases  were  discharged; 
and  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  remained  in  hospital  at  the 
close  of  1938. 


Patient  Days. 

The  Patient  Day  for  all  cases  were  as  follows : — 


Whitehaven  Ennerdale  Millom  Total 


Diphtheria 

313 

350 

— 

663 

Scarlet  Fever 

•••  993 

1,179 

55 

2,227 

Other  cases 

...  99 

68 

— 

167 

1,405 

1,597 

55 

3,057 

The  average  duration  of  treatment  of  cases  discharged 
during  1938  was  : — 

Diphtheria  (21  cases)  31  days 

Scarlet  Fever  (84  cases)  26  ,, 

Other  cases  (10)  17  ,, 


IF — Cancer. 

There  were  fort}/  deaths  from  Cancer  during  1938,  17 
males  and  23  females — which  gave  a Mortality  Rate  of  1.5  per 


1,000  of  population,  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  country  as 
a whole  being  1.7. 

This  shows  a large  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  when  the  figure 
was  59. 

The  sites  of  the  lesions  in  the  two  groups  were  as 
follows : — 


MALES 

Lip 

Oesophagus  . . . 

Stomach 

Caecum 

Colon 

Rectum 

Prostate 

Mediastinum 


FEMALES 

1 Stomach  ....  ...  5 

2 Colon  ...  ...  I 

7 Rectum  ...  ...  5 

1 Liver  ...  ...  3 

2 Uterus  ...  ...  2 

1 Ovary  ...  ...  i 

2 External  genitalia  ...  i 

I Breast  ...  ...  4 

— Abdomen  ...  ...  i 

17  — 


23 


The  average  age  at  death  of  all  cases  was  63 — for  males  59 
and  for  females  65. 


HI. — (a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


(h)  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 

Regulations,  1925. 

By  the  Regulations  the  Local  Authority  can  prevent  any- 
one suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  tract  and  in 
an  infectious  state  from  being  employed  in  connection  with  a 
dairy  or  the  handling  of  milk  or  vessels  for  containing  milk. 
The  Regulations  also  forbid  anyone  knowing  he  is  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  from  undertaking  such  employment.  No 
action  was  necessary  under  these  Regulations.  Nor  was  any 
action  taken  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925  > 
or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  empowers 
a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  on  the  application  of  the 
Local  Authority,  to  make  an  order  for  the  removal  to,  and 
detention  in,  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
who  are  in  an  infectious  state  and  dangerous  to  the  public 
health. 
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IV.— TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  new  cases  and  mortality 
for  the  District  during  1938 : — 


A .ire 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Res]4ratory. 

Non -Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratoi’y. 

Male 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5—10 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10—15 

2 

6 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

15—20 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

20—25 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

25—35 

6 

5 

0 

1 

5 

3 

0 

0 

35—45 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

45 — 55 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

55 — 65 

2 

1 

2 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

65  aiul 
upwards 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

23 

23 

7 

10 

17 

7 

2 

6 

New  cases  numbered  63,  46  respiratory  and  17  non- 

respiratory.  This  shows  an  increase,  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  of  ten  cases,  the  respiratory  cases  being 
increased  by  eight  and  the  non-respiratory  by  two. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  numbered  32,  five  less  than  in 
1937 — twenty-four  respirator}/  and  8 non-respiratory. 

The  Death  Rate  per  thousand  of  population  was : — 


Ennerdale  England  and 


R.D. 

Wales. 

Respiratory 

0.91 

0-53 

Non-Respiratory 

...  ...  0 >3^ 

O.IO 

All  Forms 

1. 21 

0.63 

The  corresponding 

rates  for  England  and 

Wales  are 

shown  alongside  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Death  Rate 
from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  district,  whilst  better 
than  the  rate  for  the  previous  year,  was  still  nearly  double 
that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

As  has  been  remarked  earlier  in  the  report,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  the  long  period  of  depression  in  the  area  and  the 
bad  housing  conditions  that  are  prevalent  are  important  con- 
tributory factors  to  this  state  of  affairs. 

Of  the  deaths,  3 or  9%  were  not  previously  notified  as 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  and  in  each  case  a satisfactory 
explanation  was  received. 


The  number  of  cases  belonging  to  the  district  who  received 
Sanatorium  treatment  during  the  3/ear  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing Table : — 


Sanatorium  Treatment. 


j 

lu 

ni=;titutionp 
1st  Jail. 
1938. 

Admitted 

1 

1 

Dis- 
ci larged. 

Died. 

In 

Institutions 
1st  Jan. 
1939. 

Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  

5 

11 

9 

2 

5 

Women  

5 

17 

15 

1 

6 

Boys  

1 

6 

7 

— 

— 

Girls  

) 

6 

5 

— 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Women  

2 

2 

3 

— 

1 

Boys  

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Girls  

— 

5 

1 

— 

2 

Observation  Cases: 

Males 

5 

2 

5 

— 

2 

Females  

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

18 

52 

44 

4 

22 

Sanatorium  Treatment. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  1938  was:  — 

Respiratory — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  9^ 

— Females  ...  ...  ...  99 

Non-Respiratory — Males  ...  ...  ...  27 

— Females  ...  ...  ...  37 


Total 


•••  255 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

I. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 


PREMISED. 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Pi-osec  u- 
tions. 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  

66 

5 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

50 

7 

— 

tOther  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con- 
struction but  not  including  outworkers' 
premises)  

t Electrical  Stations  should  Total 

be  reckoned  as  fa.ctories 

116 

12 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  & Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

(5) 

1‘ARTICULAKS. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referri'd 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  

5 

5 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 



Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 



Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)  

— 

• 

— 



Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  f Insufficient  

Conveniences!  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

2 

2 

3 

3 

— 



(S.7) (Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 

Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 

— 



to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 

and  Workshops  Transfer}  of  Powers) 

— 

— 



Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937). 

Total  ... 

11 

9 

— 

— 
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